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For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 


Catechifm on Rum. 


Quettion. WHAT is the chief end of RUM? 
Anjwer. ‘Yhe chief end of rum is to make toddy, flip, and 
unch. 
' QO. What are the comforts which Tipplers receive from toddy, 
fiz, wd punch ? 

4. ‘The comforts which Tipplers receive from toddy, flip, 
and punch, are, eafe of confcience, joy in the comforter, in- 
create of lve thereto, and perfeverance therein to the end. 

Q. Wherein confifieth that EASE OF CONSCIENCE, which 
Tipplers receive from toddy, flip, and punch ? 

A. That eafe of confcience which Tipplers receive from 
toddy, flip, and punch, confifteth, in a forgetfulne/s of the paft, 
a beafily enjoyment of the prefent, and an zndifference towards 
the future. 

Into what flate will the love of Rum, and an inordinate ufe 
of it, bring mankind ? 

A. ‘The love of Rum, and an inordinate ufe of it, will bring 
mankind into a forlorn and wretched ftate. 

Q. What are the evils which in this life do either accompany or 
flow from an habitually immoderate indulgence in the ufe of Rum? 

4. The evils which in this life do either accompany or flow 
from an habitually immoderate indulgence in the ufe of Rum, 
are, ficknefs, fhame, poverty, and diftrefs. 

Q. When fhall the end be? 

4. When the Hard-Drinker fhall have wafted his eftate, 
ruined his conftitution, and alienated the affection of his friends ; 
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when you fhall fee his affairs falling into ruin and decay, his 
children hungry and naked, his wife comfortlefs and in tears ; 
when you {hall fee ail thefe things, then know that the end is 
nigh, even at the door. Lofs of appetite, a bloated vifage, 
trembling hands and feeble knees, are but faint indications of 
the fuiferings he feels within. Beaftly, fottifh, debafed in rea- 
fon, and vile in manners, he finks from the character of a man 
to the grade of a brute. All who once knew him, now pafs 
by ; his friends neglect him, difeafes torment him, executions 
vex him, creditors teaze him, fheriffs feize him; till nature, 
opprefied and overcome by continual injuries, at length refigns 
her worthlefs charge, and he finks unlamented to the grave.— 
Surely, it is an evil way, and the end thereof is forrow. 


O ye, who facrifice to Bacchus, who make yourfelves merry 
with the jolly god, and in fparkling oblations quench life’s 
tranfient blaze—better is a /itt/e of the juice of the apple than 
much ardent fpirit—more reputable is it with cattle from the 


fame fountain to drink wate, than to crack bumpers with “Aig 


bloods,” and roll in ditches with fwine! TWHearken then unto wil- 
dom, and let her voice be heard; cleave thine ear to under- 
ftanding, and be wife. No more /pend the day in riot, nor the 
night in excefs. Let induftry employ thy hands, at evening 
reft thy cares, and in the morning awake to peace and the 
{weet enjoyment of domeftic delights. Then fhalt thou gladden 
the heart of thy fpoufe ; thy /itéle ones fhall rejoice, and. plenty 
again fhall crown thy board. ‘Thy olive fhall yield its oil, and 
thy fig tree fhall be neither barren nor unfruitful. Then fhall 
comfort fpring up by you, and health fhail come and make its 
abode with you; want fhall flee away, nor fhall poverty even 
dare to look in at thy windows. In thy neighbor’s mouth thou 
fhalt have a geod report, and thy life be honorable; friends fhall 
multiply, and thy days be pleatant, yea, all the days of thy life. 


OBSERVATOR. 
Moafachujetts, January 14, 1807. 


For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
The Abufe of Tobacco. 


‘Fosacco is a poifon whofe character is underftood by 
few, while the practice of {moking or chewing it is adopted by 
many, without thought or reflection. I contend that it is a 
teal poifon ; and that its effets, when chewed or {moked, are 





ce Pe we “i gt aye A = 
r x pe am ; at 





1807.] MEDICAL. 195 


uniformly narcotic and debilitating. To this it will be obje&- 
ed, that many fmoke or chew, at leaft, without fenfible injury. 
This faét, when explained, militates nothing againft my doctrine. 

It is well known that many poifonous fubftances, as opium, 
tartarifed antimony, Cicuta, nitre, ardent fpirits, &c. are occa- 
fionally exhibited as medicines; and when fo exhibited by the 
judicious phyfician, are juftly entitled to rank among the arti- 
cles of the materia medica. It is not lefs known, that nume- 
rous fubftances of this clafs, when habitually taken in frmall 
quantities, ceafe to aét as evident poifons, or to difguft the 
palates and ftomachs of thofe who {wallow them; though to 
an unvitiated tafte, and to a natural bealthy body, they are 
highly naufeous and deleterious. It muft, however, be remem- 
bered, that this fecurity from habit is only apparent, and that 
this principle of accommodation in the human fyftem cannot 
change the nature ef narcotics to that of nutriment. 

If the body has the power of fupporting, with diminifhed 
pain, the continued preflure of a certain degree of phyfical evil, 
and the mind to become placid under the continuance of a 
moral evil, which at firft feemed infupportable, it enly proves 
the benevolence of that Being who has thus fitted us to pafs 
more happily through the prefent mode of exiftence, while it 
can be no impeachment of his juftice to believe, that an abufe 
of his goodnefs cannot be indulged with impunity. 

If, then, it be the invariable tendency of fmoking, to leffen 
health, as I affert it is, and if there be fuch a ftate as too great 
vigor or health, it then becomes one means of curing this incon- 
venience ; and the advocates for the falutary effects of this 
practice will deferve praife by confining their recommendation 
of its trial to this {tate only,—if any one of their number can. 
be:found fagacious enough to afcertain its exiftence. 

I am very fenfible, that the ufe of tobacco, in one form or 
another, has always had its advocates; and the plant, deteftable 
as it is, its numercus votaries. ‘The goddefs Nicotiana can in 
our time boaft of more worfhippers and devotees, in Europe 
and America, than ever could Proferpina of Sicily, or the Egyp- 
sian Ifis; and however much they may fuffer in the caufe they 
efpoufe, they feem not the lefs attached to the objet of their 
devotion. 3 

On thofe who plead the ftrength of habit as an excufe for 
continuing in error, I can hope to make no impreffion; but 
for thofe who have not yet confented to imitate the many ex- 
amples of this injurious cuftom, for thofe who are willing te 
be guided by reafon, and for thofe who are wife and refolute 
snough to facrifice a tranfient and debafing propenfity, to feeure 
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the important bicffing of health, I thould be happy to contri- 
bute any thing to leilen the practice of ufing tobacco in any of 
its forms. 

The few individuals, whofe grofs and phlegmatic conftitu- 
tions have from habit become infenfible to the hurtful effects of 
fmoking, imagine it can harm no one elfe, and accordingly 
recommend it to all their affociates. It is probable thefe people 
intend no miichief, but their error confiils in making their owa 
conititutions a ftandard for thofe of others, who could not 
adopt their, practice without great injury.—It would not be 
dificult, and it may be ufeful, to point out fome of the caufes 
which tend to keep the real hiftory of the effects of tobacco 
out of fight. 

One of theie is, that in many cafes where its ufe is ferioufly 
pernicious, its effects are fo gradually produced as to efcape the 
notice of the fufferer, while all his complaints are afcribed to 
other caufes. Another is, an ambition to be thought confiltent 
in thofe who, fenfible of its baneful confequences, continue the 
ufe‘of tobaeco from a fubjection to habit. 

I would afk thofe who are {till hefitating refpe€ting the nature 
of {fmoking, if in their turn they are willing to become the 


- father, who, with the fegar in his mouth, earneftly remonftrates 


to his fons againit a practice to which he confefies himfelf a 
flave; which has already undermined his heaith, and which 
reluctantly he permits, emaciated and confumptive, to hurry 
him to his grave ? This is no ition; I have twice witneffed a 
fimilar {cene, and were it proper I could now prefent a recent 
inftance of this fact to the public. ‘There are fome individuals 
in fociety, who have once been ftrongly attached to the ufe of 
this plant, and who have tried it in various ways, but with 
effects fo unpleafant and diftrefling as to induce them wholly 
to abandon it. ‘Lhe counfel of tnefe men of experience is recom- 
mended to thofe who are now trifling with the pipe, and im- 
perceptibly becoming fond of it. G. 


Por the MEDICAL anv AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Cafe of Recovery from epparent Confumption ; communicated in a 
Letter, by EL1pHALET Lyman, M. B. 
BR. ADAMS, 
Ir you think the following hiftory and obfervations worthy 


of a place in your uieful Regilter, you will pleafe to infert 
them. 


T. H. aged fifteen»years, of a flender conftitution, with light 
hak and light eyes, efter riding a fourney in the rein, in July 
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palit, was immediately attacked with a violent eeugh, difficulty 
of breathing, and pain in his right fide, attended with fever. 
In this fituation he remained for a number of weeks, before 
medical affiftance was called.—After a thorough examination, 
1 was fully perfuaded the difeafe termed phthifis pulmonalis 
(confumption] was feated upon him, and had made fuch rav- 
ages upon his lungs that he muft inevitably fail foon. ‘The 
{ymptoms grew more and more aggravated for a number of 
weeks; expectoration was very copious; debility very great; 
hectic fever quite regular; together with diarrhoea, {wollen legs 
and feet, and funken eyes; in fhort, the laft fymptoms of that 
terrible difeafe were notorious to all that faw him, and death 


was hourly expected to clofe the fcene. But, remarkable as it 


may be, his cough ceafed almoft inftantly, refpiration became 
lefs laborious, and the emaciated youth began to amend, and 
by flow degrees has gained an entire and perfect ftate of health, 
even better than he ever enjoyed. 

The peculiarities attending this cafe, induce me to make a 
few obfervations and queries. No fymptoms were wanting 
that ufually appear in phthifis pulmonalis; no fymptoms un- 
common, excepting the fixity of pain in the right fide. ‘The 
remedies applied were thofe commonly uf-d in fuch cafes, and 
wich as little hopes of fuccefs. Until within a fhort time pre- 
vious to his becoming convalefcent, he was obliged to lie wholiy 
on his right fide. Symptoms which I obferved, induced me to 
believe that there was an adhefion of that part of the lungs 
which is fituated on the right fide of the mediaftinum,* to the 
pleura. I made external applications accordingly. Immedi- 
ately previous to the ceflation of his cough he expectorated very 
large quantities of matter, refembling the fubitance of the lungs, 
mixed with pus; the pain in his fide ceafed fome time previ- 
ous to this copious difcharge. 

Query—May this be properly termed a cafe of phthifis pul- 
monalis? If it is, muft we not conclude that a portion of the 
lungs was wholly deftroyed, and that the remainder are left 
entire? Was the whole of the right lobe deftroyed, or in part? 
‘he above queries it is hoped wili receive elucidation from the 
pen of the philofopher, through the medium of the Regifter. 


ELIPHALET LYMAN. 
Fryeburg, (Maine,) November, 1806. 


* A membrane which ftands in the middie of the breaft, and divides it inso 
two cavities; the éfwra i tha: membrane which imes the mtermal cavines ef 


the breaft. 
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AGRICULTURAL. 


PPA ALD” 


Critical Obfervations and Experiments on Gypfum, or Pla/- 
ter of Paris, as a Manure. 


Providence, 12th of 12th Month, 1806. 


DR. ADAMS, 


OpsERVING thy note in the fecond number of the 
Medical and Agricultural Regifter, on the ufe of gypfum, or 
plafter ftone, as a manure, I have been in hopes, on reading 
each number fince, of finding thy requeft anfwered in a more 
{atisfa€tory manner than I was able to do it. Not finding any 
thing fince on the fubject, and apprehending great improvement 
may be made by the ufe of that valuable manure, efpecially on 
the poorer kinds of foil in New England, I concluded to men- 
tion fome experiments and obfervations on the fabject, and 
leave thee at liberty to difpofe of them as thou mayeft think 
proper. 

It has been afferted in print, «that it is well known that 
gypfum does not anfwer near the fea;” and this has been the 
prevailing fentiment, to the great difcouragement of experi- 
ments. One object I have in view is, to endeavour to remove 
this ¢co general idea ; for as no limits have been mentioned, to 
define how near or far off from the fea the farmer mutt live, 
before he can promife himfelf any fuccefs in the ufe of the 
plafter ftone, it has operated as a general difcouragement to 
farmers in this, and I believe in neighboring States. I therefore 
mention, for the encouragement of farmers in general, that by 
information I have received, and which may be relied on, the 
gypium, the moft ancient name, and which I fhail ufe, (as to 
make it the plafter of Paris it muft be firft burned; and befide, 
as ours ufed in America is chiefly the produét of this country, 
it is Mill lefs proper to call it plafter of Paris ;) that this manure 
has been ufed in the form of flour (the ftone being firft ground 
in any grift-mill) in the State of New York, on land near the 
fhore of the weftern found, with great advantage, while other 
lands near by received no benefit. This information fatisfied 
my mind that it was more in the /oi/ than in the /ca air, or 
marine acid, which prevented the ufeful effects of the gypfum, 
as a manure near the fea; for thefe equally pervaded the fields 
on which it proved ufeful as thofe where it did not; and the 
fame variety of foil exifting far in the country, where fome 
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fields are greatly benefited, and others on the fame farms near 
by receive no material advantage from the ufe of this manure. 

The knowledge of thefe facts induced me again to make fur- 
ther trial of the gypfum, having fome years before tried fome 
imported. dire€tly from France, as well as fome from Nova 
Scotia, without any material advantage. ‘That there is a dif- 
ference in the plafter, as well as the foil, is equaily a fact; for 
all the chymifis who have analyzed the eypfum, as far as I have 
feen, difagree in the proportion of its component parts; this 
being, I prefume, owing to the different fpecimens they tried, 
and fhews many varieties of it. But to be fatisfied of this 
by my own experience, I tried by pulverizing four famples, two 
of white, one blu¢, and one red; the white was hardeft to pul- 
verize, the blue next, the red the fofteft. -I put each fpecimen 
into an iron kettle, with a view to try them by the common 
teft,* by which it is known or reprefented by writers and 
others, as the beft for manure. The two firft appeared con- 
fiderably like a fluid, but did not boil; the blue fhewed fome 
appearance of air holes, but not in the degree I had heard fpoken 
of and read about; but the red fhewed much ebullition, and 
on ftirring feemed to bubble brifkly, and continued lively fome 
time. From this I concluded the red was the beft for manure, 
and propofed purchafing chiefly of that for ufe the next feafoa. 
But that I might have the beft criterion in future, after I had 
experienced, if I fhould live, the feveral kinds of thefe famples, 
1 took three famples of the fame ftones, of equal weight, fay 96@ 
grains, in open air thermometer 55°, both in and out of water. 
I weighed thefe hydroftatically, or in water; the white fample 
weighed 534 grains, being 424 per cent. lefs in than out of 
water; the blue and red differed very little, weighing 434 per 
cent. lefs in water than out. On calcining thefe three fampies 
to a red heat, they weighed nearly alike, viz. 754 grains, lofing 
about 214 or 22 percent. which is more than Chaptal mentions 
of the French platter fione, which he fays lofes nearly 29 per 
cent. 

I have heard that the white kind has boiled brifkly in fome 
other experiments, which alfo fhews the great variety of it; 
however, the only author I have feen that defcribes an unter 
tilizing kind, is the ‘ Pennfylvania Farmer :” he fays, that 
which feels rough or gritty to the touch has done his land no 
good, while that which has a foft feeling has doubled the value 
of his land. ‘Though this dbfeteubins: correfponds with the 
recollection and obfervation I have made on a parcel I tried 
without fuccefs, and of the white which is mentioned, that did 


* See page 24 of the Regifles, placing the powder tn am iron pot, &c. over 
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not boil, yet I am not certain but even this kind on fome land 
may be produdtive, and I with not to difcourage further experi- 
ments of it. This hard kind is faid to be the beft for ftucco 
or plafter work, for which purpofe it mult be calcined, which 
Peters fays leffens, if not deftroys, its agricultural ufe, but doctor 
Darwin apprehends it would increafe it; which I mention, that 
Peters’ opinion (being one of the firf and largeft writers of 
experience on the ufe of the gypfum) may not prevent further 
experiments, to decide this as well as other diverfity of fenti- 
ments on the fubject of this highly ufeful manure. 

As it is generally underftood, by thofe who have looked into 
the fubjéct, that the gypfum is not ufed as a manure in England, 
and this has been mentioned in fupport of the idea of the fea 
air’s deftroying its ufe as fuch, I will mention fome facts to 
remove this error. It appears by Willich’s encyclopedia, and 
from the Bath and Weft of England Society, that ‘ fandy land 
firewed with gypfum was more productive than the fame kind 
of land covered two inches with ftable manure.” Although 
there, as well as in this country, it does not fucceed in all forts 
of land, yet, fays Willich, for chalky and dry calcarious lands 
its fuperiority has been clearly evinced over every other manure. 
And Young, in his Annals of Hufbandry, fays, oats prepared 
for fowing, with one bufhel of gypfum mixed with eight of 
oats, after they were wet in water before fowing, exceeded in 
their produce twenty-fix bufhels, that of an equal quantity with 
many other previous preparations ; and it appears they, as well 
as thofe of experience in this country, prefer fowing the gyp- 
{um previous to rains, as thereby it is thought its eflicacy is 
confiderably increafed.—Kirwan gives it as his opinion, that 
clay foils were more improved by gypium than calcarious earths, 
which, with other fimilar obfervations, being oppofed by other 
writers, fhould excite the farmer to experiments; for the pro- 
verb is perhaps in no inftance more clearly verified, that ‘ ex- 
perience is better than fcience,” than in the fubje@t of gypfum 
as amanure. Indeed, our imperfe&t knowledge of its mode 
of action, the proportionate value of the feveral varieties, the 
proper application as to quantity and feafons, and the varieties 
of foils as well as of plants, require the experience and obfer- 
vation of farmers as well as the inveftigation of fcience. 


From the little experience I have had for the laft four years, 
on lands lying within forty rods of the falt water, where the 
tide regularly ebbs and flows; on a nearly level plain, about 
forty feet above the Ieve] of high-water mark, of a poor fandy 
foil, fuch as we have found highly benefited by the ufe of 
live afhes as well as leached, as a manure for Indian corn, for 
which fuch land feems moft fuitable, 1 have found the gypfum 
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rather better than the beft afhes: when a handful of the latter 
and a table fpconful of the former have been applied to the 
hills, fide by fide, on hufking and weighing an equal number 
of hills of each, the corn has been about five pounds in one 
hundred hills, the heavieft for three years fucceflively, on differ- 
ent fields, adjoining other land, on which I put gypfum ten 
years ago without perceiving the leaft benefit. | 

‘this year I have had frefh proof of the ufefulnefs of the 
gypfum, as a manure for Indian corn. I planted an oblong 
field, on which my people carted, fpread, and ploughed in. my 
hog manure, as has been my cuftom for feveral years, on thefe 
light lands. At planting time I ordered the principal part of 
the feed corn foaked, and as much plafter put among it.as 
would flick to the grains, and fo planted it. When it came 
up, it fhewed a ftronger color than that planted without any 
gypfum, as we had before feveral years obferved. After weed- 
ing, our practice has been, to put afhes on part and the gypfum 
on part of the field; but this year, not having collected any 
afhes, in confidence that the plafter was at leaft as good, we 
ufed little or none, but put on ali the plafter we had, which 
extended over about half the field; foon after hilling, this half 


appeared to have nearly doubled the herbage of the other half. — 


{ fought and found more plafter, and ordered a table f{poonful 
on one part, and a heaped tea fpoonful on the other part, not 
plaftered before, except a {mall part left for experiment without 
any: this was on the twenty-fourth of the fixth month, called 


June, when I alfo ordered a bufhel to be fown broad caft ona | 


meafured acre of that part of the field which we firft plaftered. 
On the fame day we were favored with a refrefhing thower, of 
rain ; after which, as I paffed by the field, I took notice there 
was no appearance of the gypfum, which before was very vifible. 
‘The refult of this experiment has been, that the corn at har- 
veit, on the end plaftered on the twenty-fourth of the fixth 
month, was nearly, if not quite, equal to that plaftered at weed- 
ing time: and the acre on which the buthel was ftrewed, as 
mentioned above, produced about 23 bufhels more than an acre 
adjoining, by calculation after weighing an equal number of 
hills of each. ‘The increafe of the crop by means of the gyp- 
fum, appears to be 81 bufhels to an acre on that which was 
twice plaftered, and 54 bufhels on that once plaftered, more 
than that not plaftered after the corn came up; the field as 
nearly equal as perhaps any field: the feafon has been good, 

It appears by an experiment reported to the Pennfylvania 
Agricultural Society, that nine bufhels of Indian corn was raifed 
there on an acre, by means of a table {poonful of gypfum to 
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each hill, put on after the firft drefling.* Whether this differ- 
ence is owing to the fort of gypfum, the foil, fituation, or fea- 
fon, is uncertain, perhaps either may be {uflicient to account 
for the increafe of that in Pennfylvania. 

Since harveft, on inquiry, I find fome other farmers in this 
and New York State, have been in the practice for feveral years 
of putting a heaped tea fpoonful on a hill, two and three times 
during the growing of the corn, with equally as evident an 
advantage the two lait times as the firft, each fhewing its effects 
in the vigor, color, and growth of the corn, as well as the filling 
of the ears at laft ; and fome fay, the color and growth is per- 
ceivably improved in fifteen days. Some of thefe I have men- 
tioned fay, that fowing the gypfum over the field anfwers as 
well as putting it on the hill, though it is, as far as I learn, 
moft generally put on the hill by children. 

I am lately informed of an obfervation of an ingenious farmer 
on the weftern found, which, as I think it worthy a trial, I 
mention it—lhat the fowing or putting on the gypfum in a 
northerly wind renders it more productive, and prevents the 
fuppofed bad effects of the marine acid which accompanies our 
foutherly or fea winds. ‘Though this to fome may appear chi- 
merical, when I firft heard it mentioned, my mind was led to 
eonfider and compare the obfervations of Doétor Home and 
other writers on the food of plants, and their comparifon of the 
expofure of the earthy materials in the making of nitre to a 
northerly wind, as being much more produdtive than when 
expofed to a foutherly wind. If the fea air, or marine acid, is 
an injuty to the ufe of the gypfum, it being firft faturated with 
a nitrous air, may provearemedy. ‘The gypfum being power- 
ful in attraCting and retaining moifture, and perhaps the very 
gas that is a food of plants, when it comes within the fphere 
ef its attration or affinity with it, and the land winds contain- 
ing more of this than the fea winds, an imperfect theory may 
be thus afligned for the curious obfervation mentioned. 

I have tried the gypfum on potatoes, amd it has proved not 
only productive in quantity, but improving in quality; and it 
has appeared to be ufeful to various garden vegetables. My 
clover this year on my plains, where only I have fown the 
plafter for grafs, has been more productive than I have expe- 
rienced before ; but it having been a very feafonable year, for 
Iuch land as to rains, further experience on this article is re- 
quired, before I can fay much about it, though I doubt not its 
ufefulnefs on the fame fields on which I ufed it fuccefsfully 
when in corn. 


* See Dobfon’s Encyelopedia, under Plafer of Paris. 
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Some writers have fuppofed the European gypfum better 
than the American, but the experience I have had ts the reverfe ; 
and from the great varieties in Europe as well as America, I 
conclude ours is as good as theirs for manure; for perhaps no 
part of the world receives a greater advantage from the gypfum, 
as a manure, than, according to accounts, the States of Vir- 
ginia, Pennfylvania, and New York, when the Nova Scotia 
plafter is ufed there. 

I am told by our coafting mafters, that in Virginia their old 
worn-out land, which produced about eight bufhels of wheat 
to the acre, are, by the ufe of the gypfum, brought to produce 
twenty. In Pennfylvania and New York they eftimate their 
lands, fuitable for the ufe of that valuable manure, to have been 
thereby doubled in value. Shall New England, which abounds 
with this highly ufeful article, for want of proper perfeverance 
in experiments with it, lofe that advantage their fifter States 
enjoy '—I fay, it abounds in New England. As it was a pleal- 
ing fact, the information of which gave me pleafure, in a con- 
verfation with a furveyor of the land in the eaftern parts of the 
Maffachufetts, [ inquired if he had difcovered any quantity of 
the gypfum in his travels. He put his finger on a map then 
before us, and faid, “ Yes; here, along the banks of the St. 
John’s river, there appears an inexhauitible quantity.” I was 
before apprehenfive Great Britain might, by impoft or other- 
wife, render it difficult and expenfive procuring a fupply ; it 
was therefore a fatisfa€tion to find that our own territory could 
furnifh a fupply of that valuable manure. ; 

I have much exceeded my expectations in the length of this 
letter: if any part of it fhould appear to thee worthy a place 
in the Regifter, thou art at liberty to ufe it, or to rejeét the 
whole. 

I am refpectfully thy friend, 
MOSES BROWN. 


N. B. The finer the plafter is ground, I judge, the better: 
a ton makes from twenty to twenty-five bufhels. 


For the MEDICAL ann AGRICULTURAL REGISTER. 
Objections to “ burning” Meadow Lands with a View of improving 
them ; a different Pragtice recommended. 

DR. ADAMS, 

Tue Rev. Mr. Fiint has recommended his improvement 
on meadow lands by durning,* and thinks the fuccefs a good 
reafon for recommending the practice to all farmers. I ap- 


* See page 168 of the Regi fer. 
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piaud the gentlemen of the clergy for their forwardnefs to try 
and publith experiments; and I am obliged to the Rev. Mr. 
¥iLint for his communication. It is not, however, becaufe [ 
agree with him in the opinion, that burning will improve, but 
becatale I think his letter will excite attention to a very im- 
portant branch of improvement in agriculture. Meadows that 
are capable of being drained without too much expenfe, no 
doubt afford great encouragement for improvement: but Iam 
no believer in fire; it is like revolution in governments, that 
always does more than you wifh it thould; it changes and de- 
ftroys inftead of improving. 

Generally fpeaking, the great difficulty to be overcome with 
meadows 1s, to raile them above the flocd water, and, fecondly, 
to get rid of the fagnating water, burning lowers a meadow, 
inftead of raifing it. ‘The alkaline falts, in other words, the 
afhes produced by the fire, will create a fertility as long as the 
alkaline principle lafts: that principle, however, will not laft 
long, and when it is expended the fertility difappears. The 
rank grafs that grew fo luxuriantly on the ruins of the foil, will 
be fueceeded by mofs, or by dwarfith, ftarved grafs of the worft 
fort. ‘This has been the uniform experience of the burnt over 
f{wamps: a man might as prudently burn his barn, to make a 
profit of the afhes; therefore, I fay, never burn your meadows. 
If they get on fire, raife your neighbors to quench it. ‘There 
is no land more barren than that which fire has confumed. 
For three or four years the afhes wil! force a crop; afterwards 
the afhes will be neutralized, and form a calx or hard cake, as 
hard as the cinders at a blackfmith’s fhop. ‘To me, therefore, 
it clearly appears that burning meadows is {poiling meadows. 

Experience has abundantly fhewn, that afhes do not aniwer 
on wet lands; they make them, after a few years, ftill more 
tenacious and four. Ashes produce a good effe& on dry, grav- 
eliy, or fandy foils, which being too porous, are not hurt by the 
cake or calx formed by the athes. 

Your refpectable correfpondent is requefted to exercife his 
ood fenfe on thefe reflections, fuggefted as objeftions to his 
roject. Let him try his experiment, but do not let him truit 

it fo abfolutely, nor recommend it fo confidently for general 
adoption, as he now feems to fuppofe he may. 

Meadows are /oaked lande, from which the redundant water 
has banifhed the principle of fertility. Attack the difeafe them 
in its caufe, and at the fountain head. Raife your meadow 
with an inch or two ef the upland earth, no matter if it be fand 
or gravel apparently barren. Sow herds grafs and fow! meadow 
grais feed, and deef& the foil witha {prinkling of coarse frawy 
manure. 
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Depend upon time to improve your meadow, but do not de- 
pend on fire. Burning is like borrowing upon ufury: you 
may fill your barn and yet ruin your foil. Do not try violent 
remedies, but wait gpd try 

| PATIENCE. 








MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


PFI Ll” ™ 


TO DR. ADAMS. 
Sik, 


‘Tue following is an extract from a letter, received a 
few days fince, from a fubfcriber to the Regifter; if you think 
it worthy a publication, you will infert it in your next number, 


and oblige Your’s, &c. W. C. 


«The Regifter has completed one annual courfe, opened a 
channel for correct information, and exhibited a fpecimen of 
its utility. ‘Lhofe patrons, whofe unremitted exertions have 
been fubfervient to its eftabiifhment, cannot but acknowledge 
ample conipenfation, when they contemplate the advantages 
refulting from a general diffufion of experimental knowledge, 
fo happily adapted to the immediate and important concerns of 
human life. 

«‘'The obtrufive ideas of fome, whofe unbounded felf-fufi- 
ciency fupercede the neceflity of inveftigation; and the difap- 
pointed expectations of others, who unreafonably calculated for 
a difcuflion of every fubje&t that their particu/ar circumitances 
might require, may operate unfavorably, and in fome degree 
check fo {peedy a circulation of the Regifter as its worth de- 
inands: but when the public fhail once become acquainted with 
the refult of medical and agricultural experiments, the mazy 
rounds of unwartrantable practice will be rendered unneceflary, 
our labors advantageoufly directed, and the happy confequences 
will have a natural tendency to expel thofe confufed immethod- 
wxcal habits which impede the prografs of agriculture and the 
healing art. 

“The field of inveftigation is open before us; its extenfive- 
nefs and rich variety afford ample fcope for every genius, while 
the Regifter, fo happily calculated for diffeminating a knowl- 
edge of important facts, and the refult of experiments, muft 
defervedly obtain the fanction of every well-wifber to the true 
intereft of his cowatry, aad claim the gratitude of every friead 
to humauity.” 
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Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for December, 
1806; made at DEERFIELD, WaRwicK, MASON, SMITH- 
nd BOSTON. m 
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Depth of water fallen in rain} 





Mafon.—About the 25th, robbins and ftriped fquirrels were 
feen frequently. ‘The ftate of health has been generally favor- 
able in this tewn, excepting fome inftances of bilious fever. 


Warwick, December 31, 1806. 
Remarks.—Exceedingly dry for the feafon. We have had 
extraordinary good fleighing the greater part of this month. 
We have had no fevere ftorms of long duration. The 3d was 
a cloudy, raw, cold day, the ground bare and hard frozen; at 
4 P.M. the {now commenced, and continued during the night, 


* Days ef continued froft, according to obfervations made at Bofton; or, 
gays on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole twenty-four 
bours, was below g2°, or the freezing point. 
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with a ftrong eaft wind. The 4th was cloudy and fnow by 
turns; the fun appeared at 11, then clouds and fnow. At 6 
P.M. we experienced a very heavy guft of wind and fnow 
from the fouth-weft : fair at 8 P. M. and the wind weft. The 
{now fell about fix inches deep. 

‘The fiate of health is tolerably favorable; the jaundice the 
molt prevalent diforder. WwW. COBB. 





Smithfield, December 31, 1806. 


The weather during this month has been variable. We 

ave had no fevere ftorm, but a confiderable portion of ftormy 
weather. Our ftorms that have begun with fnow have ended 
with rain. 


“* Mati’ring the winds at eve, with blunted point 





‘** Blow hollow-bluffring from the fouth. Subdued, 
cry ° _h > : : a 
“The froft sefolves into a trickling thaw.” 
ay - Thus winter falls 
fe A heavy ploom, Oppwre  « ce i er the ws ortd, 
** And routes up the feeds of dark difeafe.” 


About the 24th of the month, robbins appeared in large 
mumbers. Snow nearly gone in cleared land by the 2gth. 
The itate of health appears rather more favorable. 


A SMITHSIELD SUBSCRIBER. 





Deerfield, December 31, 1806. 


Remarks.—Previous to the 4th the ground was bare; on this 
day {now fell fix inches, and the ground has continued to be. 
covered. Weather, for fome part of the month, extremely 
cold. At this time, little {now on the ground; roads a folid 
mafs of ice. Springs continue very low; difficult to get water 
for cattle—Month very healthy. 


EP. HOYT. 





Medical News. 


The following is an extract from a private letter to the Edi- 
tor; the facts therein related may be depended upon as authen- 
tic; the names of the a€tors and the place of the drama, the 
Editor has thought proper to fupprefs. 


A Mr. * ** *® *, formerly an attorney at law, “by reafon of 
difappointment had been in the habit of ufing ardent fpirit to 
axcefs, which produced delirium, and rendered him extremely 
troublefome to all around him. His friends were obliged te 
woard him wherever they could obtain fuitable places, and fhife 
the fame frequently. Being tired out, and withing, if it were 
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Refult of Meteorological and other Obfervations, for December, 
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Warwick, December 31, 1806. 


ee ae dry for the feafon. We have had 
ing the greater part of this month. 
We have had no fevere ftorms of long duration. The 3d was 
a cloudy, raw, cold day, the ground bare and hard frozen; at 
4 P.M. the fnow commenced, and continued during the night, 


* Days of continued froft, according to obfervations made at Bofon; or, 
days on which the range of the thermometer, through the whole twenty-four 
Bours, was below g2°, or the freezing point. 


{now 174 inches. 


Mafon.— About the 25th, robbins and ftriped fquirrels were 
feen frequently. ‘The ftate of health has been generally favor- 
able in this tewn, excepting fome inftances of bilious fever. 
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with a ftrong eaft wind. The 4th was cloudy and fnow by 
turns; the fun appeared at 11, then clouds and fnow. At 6 
P.M. we experienced a very heavy guft of wind and fnow 
from the fouth-weft : fair at 8 P. M. and the wind weft. The 
{now fell about fix inches deep. 

‘The flate of health is tolerably favorable; the jaundice the 
molt prevalent diforder. WwW. COBB. 


Smithfield, December 31, 1806. 


The weather during this month has been variable. We 
have had no fevere ftorm, but a confiderable portion of ftormy 
weather. Our ftorms that have begun with fnow have ended 
with rain. 

** Mutv’ring the winds at eve, with blunted point 


*« Blow hollow-bluft’ring from the fouth. Subdued, 
“The froft sefolves into a trickling thaw.” 





-- “Thus winter fails 
“ A heavy gleom, oppreflive o’er the wortd, 
** And routes up the feeds of dark difeafe.” 
About the 24th of the month, robbins appeared in large 
aumbers. Snow nearly gone in cleared land by the 2gth. 


The ftate of health appears rather more favorable. 
A SMITHFIELD SUBSCRIBER. 


Deerfield, December 31, 1806. 


Remarks.—Previous to the 4th the ground was bare; on this 
day {now fell fix inches, and the ground has continued to be. 
eovered. Weather, for fome part of the month, extremely 
cold. At this time, little fnow on the ground; roads a folid 
mafs of ice. Springs continue very low; difficult to get water 
for cattle.—-Month very healthy. 

EP. HOYT. 





Medical News. 


The following is an extract from a private letter to the Edi- 
tor; the facts therein related may be depended upon as authen- 


tic ; the names of the a¢tors and the place of the drama, the 


Editor has thought proper to fupprefs. 


A Mr. * * * * *, formerly an attorney at law, ‘ by reafon of 
difappointment had been in the habit of ufing ardent fpirit to 
axcefs, which produced delirium, and rendered him extremely 
troublefome to all around him. His friends were obliged to 
board him wherever they could obtain fuitable places, and fhife 
the fame frequently. Being tired out, and withing, if it were 
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pofhible, to have him reftored to reafon and his former ufefu!- 
nefs, they called five of the moft refpectable phyficians in the 
vicinity of ** ** in the State of New Hampfhire, where the 
faid ** *** then refided, (being about the middle of Sep- 
tember la{t,) and wifhed them to do what fhould appear betft 
calculated to effect the aforefaid purpofes.—After confultation, 
it was agreed, that the patient fhould be ‘ofal//y immerfed in 
water, one minute and eight feconds, meaning to /ufpend. the 
funttions of life for a time. Tt was accordingly done; but, to 
their difappointment, his revival was attended with all his for- 
‘mer traits of irregularity. “The fame day the experiment was 
repeated, and the time increafed to one minute and forty feconds, 
but to no good effec.” 


The fubfequent treatment and the event, it is not to our pur- 
pofe to ftate. ‘The fa&t, which we efteem it important to be 
recorded and known, is, that drowning, fo far as it appears from 
this cafe, is no cure for deliriurn ! i 
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1. To Gentlemen of the Clergy. 





"T HOSE gentlemen of the clergy 
or others, who may be difpofed to 
favor us with a Bi/l of Mortality for the 
year 1806, in their refpeétive towns, 
agreeably to a folicitation expreffed in 
the ry SUTaRE! er oe ye vu 
greatly oblige us ing it /ea/onably. 
Our achnoWhidleciittite are due for a 


II. 


We are happy, at the commence- 
meni of a new year, to be enabled to 
aye our firft number made up whol- 
y of original communications ; amon 
which we thiak there will be foun 
fome important and very interefting in- 
formation. Our agricultural cerref- 
pondents, efpecially, will aceept our 


number of Bills which have been re- 
ceived: our purpofe refpefting thefe 
and others which are in expeétation, is 
to arrange the faéis they contain under 
one general bill; we are, therefore, the 
more folicitous that they be forwarded 
feafonably. 


To Readers and Corre/pondents. 


moft grateful acknowledgements for 
their favors. There is fo great a back- 
wardnefs, generally, amongft agricul- 
tural men,‘ to communication, that 
favors of this nature are the more grat- 
ifying ; for the fame reafon they are 
the more earneftly folicited. 


3 
: 
4 
k 
! 
i 
: 
; 


Ee etn 


a 
y 
r. 


PLL LD DLP PP PDP LO LDA OD BLA BLD LLL LLL 0B LO LBD POA OD Ph 


CONDITIONS OF THE REGISTER. 


Pus.isH@p monthly, the lafl Wednefday ofevery month, at One Dollar per 
annum, delivered at the office, payable half yearly, in advance. 
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